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Chicago’s    North Side Polonia Bus Tour
Join us! The 2018 Polish Genealogical Society of America bus tour is bound for fun! We will be 
featuring the finest Chicago has to offer—lots of history (Polish and otherwise), firsts, visuals, — an 
enjoyable full day!

Geography gave rise to Fort Dearborn at the mouth of a river 
and Lake Michigan in 1803. Just 30 years later, Chicago became 
an incorporated town! Today, less than 200 years later, Chicago 
has attracted people, commerce, trade, industry, agriculture, 
transportation, … and the list goes on. Chicago has given birth to 
so many events, inventions, and businesses that are little known, 
some still exist and some don’t, but are still noteworthy! Who took 
part in the first live musical event in Chicago in 1831—before 
Chicago was incorporated as a town? Hint: the Chicago History 
Museum owns the original fiddle.

Key Chicago sites, many you may have passed by and never 
realized, will be included—site of the original railroad station and 
tracks 1848, the Lager Beer Riots 1855, Abraham Lincoln’s presidential nomination site May, 1860, the 
infamous fire of 1871, and more! Chicago has been the impetus for a multitude of firsts! We are excited 
to offer places that are often over looked by visitors as well as natives. We challenge you to name others 
we’ve missed.

During the course of the day, we’ll pass through many of Chicago’s 77 officially designated 
neighborhoods detailing distinctive aspects, and stop at three churches: West Town neighborhood’s 
‘mother church of all Poles’—Saint Stanislaus Kostka; Bucktown neighborhood’s centerpiece—Saint 
Mary of the Angels, and the Basilica of Saint Hyacinth in the Avondale neighborhood.

A long lunch break at Navy Pier will allow for exploration of the attractions and sampling from notable 
food vendors/restaurants, including the famed Billy Goat Tavern. (A detailed listing of lunching 
services and attractions will be provided before and during the tour.) 

So many sites, so little time—it will be a full day and we’ll get in as many as possible! Stay tuned for the 
surprises! 

PLEASE NOTE: The DoubleTree Hotel – Arlington Heights is the location the BUS TOUR PICK-UP 
AND DROP-OFF (if you are not attending the optional Polish-accent dinner after the bus tour) and 
for sleeping accommodations. The Conference itself is being held at The European Crystal Banquet & 
Conference Center on Saturday, September 15, 2018. There is a free bus shuttle between the DoubleTree 
Hotel and European Crystal — check with the bellman for availablility. Also, the two facilities are 
approximately three blocks apart, on the same side of the street, and there is a sidewalk available.


